
Kaye and Floyd Plummer

Biographical Information

Few people have been as successful in the quarter horse racing industry as Floyd and Kaye Plummer of Selma, Alabama. They have registered over 500 foals since their first quarter horse in 1963. Throughout their fifty years in the industry they have bred, raised and raced some of the finest quarter horses around. Quarter Horses bred or raced by the Plummer’s have earned over 3 million at the race track. 

Although the Plummer family has won numerous races and awards throughout their racing career, what makes their story so unique is the fact that their success can be traced back to a mare named Rona Bar that the Plummer’s purchased as a yearling in 1969. Floyd Plummer purchased Rona Bar from his mentor, Mr. Ralph Eagle. Ralph Eagle is a name known to many because he was responsible for bringing Little Boy Blue, the first registered quarter horse to Alabama. Floyd was so impressed with his filly, Rona Bar, that when he was approached to become a partner on her sire, Three Bargains, he jumped at the chance. Floyd joined Ralph Eagle and W.O. Crawford in a partnership to own Three Bargains. This partnership created many nice horses and some funny stories too.

The Plummer family purchased Rona Bar with the intent to race her. While waiting on her to grow up Floyd decided to show her some in halter classes. Rona Bar was such a pretty and correct mare that she was successful in halter before she headed to the track. Floyd has always said that a correct horse is a good horse whether it’s in the show pen or race track. The Plummer’s remember Rona Bar as being a very intelligent mare. They always said that mare could figure out a track and gauge herself. Floyd says, “When she would walk from the saddling paddock to the starting gate she would somehow figure out if a track was sloppy or fast and she would run accordingly. This mare was also one of the best at breaking out of the starting gates. So much that people would jokingly accuse the Plummer’s of rigging the starting gates. Floyd said, “Rona Bar would hear the gate start to squeak and she was out and running!” Rona Bar had an impressive racing career in 1972 with earnings exceeding $37,000. Little did anyone know that this little mare would become one of the best producers of champion race horses.
After Rona Bar’s racing career, the Plummer’s went back to the drawing board in hopes of breeding Rona Bar and getting a nice baby or two to race. They experimented with several different crosses on the little mare. Rona Bar was bred to Some Kinda Man, Windy Ryon, Moon Spot It, Go Dick Go, and Mito. These crosses proved to be very successful. Rona Bar produced 8 ROM winners, 2 Superiors, 2 World Champions and an All-American Futurity winner. Rona Bar not only produced great runners, but she has passed this on generation after generation .The Plummer’s have raced five generations of runners from Rona Bar.

Rona Bar’s most famous colt was Ronas Ryon. The Plummer’s said that they knew Ryon was special. They had so much faith in his ability that they paid a $50,000 entry fee to enter him in the All-American Futurity in 1986. Luckily, the gamble paid off when Ronas Ryon won the 1986 All-American Futurity in Ruidoso, New Mexico. He earned over a million dollars for winning that race. Ronas Ryon was later inducted in to the AQHA Hall of Fame in 2003.  The Plummer family attended the AQHA Convention in Reno, NV to celebrate Ryon’s induction. Ronas Ryon went on to become one of the all-time greatest quarter horse racing stallions by producing earners of over 8 million at the track.

The Plummer’s went back to Ruidoso the year after Ronas Ryon won the All-American with another descendant of Rona Bar. This time they took their two year old colt Floyd de Great with hopes of another victory. Unfortunately the colt had a head wind and did not qualify for the finals. The Plummers were disappointed because they knew this was a talented colt like Ryon. What made this so tough is the fact that Floyd de Great did have a fast enough qualifying time to run in the All-American Consolation race. This is a race for the next 10 fastest horses that didn’t qualify to race in the All-American Futurity finals. Floyd de Great ended up winning the All-American Consolation Race with a faster time than the All-American Futurity winner that year. 

Horses bred and owned by the Plummer’s have set five track records. Some of the most prominent horses that were bred and raced by the Plummer family include: Go Rona Go, this mare produced race earners over $400,000; Miss Go Drift was another great one that died after only three outs at the track. Floyd feels that this mare may have been the fastest horse he ever owned; Some Kinda Bargain had a successful racing career and later sired earners over $360,000; Go Street Music earned $121,871 during her racing career and went on to be a very successful broodmare with her yearlings averaging $90,000 at the sales for a few years; Sunny Silence was a colt that earned a racing ROM and Superior; Miss Vibrant Jet earned over $198,000 at the track; Miss Nickolee earned over $74,000 at the track; the only horse that Plummer owned besides Three Bargains that they did not breed was Runaway Colors. Runaway Colors sired 15 foals with earnings over $168,748.

Through the years the Plummer’s have bred, raised and raced some good horses with their no-nonsense approach to the business. Floyd always says that the good ones find a way to win in spite of bad breaks, jockeys or luck; no excuses….The good ones find a way to win. The Plummer family feels extremely blessed to have had the opportunity to be successful doing what they love. They have enjoyed every memory and new friends they have met along the way.

