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Alabama Quarter Horse Association (ALQHA) New Member Orientation

Welcome to ALQHA

As the current membership chairman of the Alabama Quarter Horse Association, I would like to welcome you as a new member of ALQHA or visitor to the website.  ALQHA has restructured itself to not only provide venues for show people, but we offer scholarship opportunities, recreational riding activities, and educational and membership outreach programs. 
        I hope you will enjoy the orientation materials and history of ALQHA researched by President Donna Casey.   Many hours went into compiling this information and history of ALQHA.  Once again, thank you for joining us, and ALQHA sincerely hopes we can offer you education about and fun with your American Quarter Horse.   

                                                                                   Julia Caro 
                                                                                   2010 ALQHA Membership Chairman
The purpose of this orientation is to provide new members with an opportunity to learn more about the Alabama Quarter Horse Association, its history, who we are, what we are involved in and areas that you, as new members, can get to know other members and get involved in.
Who we are / Member Profiles:    ALQHA see this as an opportunity to get to know about folks who are members. Plan on re-visiting this section from time to time as we plan to change membership profiles on a routine basis! 
[image: image2.jpg]


Amateur
Mary Casey:

Mary Casey, a Junior at Auburn University and a member of the Auburn Equestrian Team, has been riding horses since she was 7 years old, and showing since she was 8.  She enjoys showing in English and  Western Events at open shows, as well as, AQHA shows.  Growing up with horses, Mary was actively involved in 4-H, local saddles clubs, and ALQHYA. Moving from the youth into the Amateur ranks a few years ago was easy because the Amateurs made her feel welcomed. “There’s always a high level of competition but we cheer each other on…”  
If you’re new to showing with Alabama, you’ll find the ALQHA folks are friendly, helpful, and always looking for ways to make their shows better. Mary has also worked with ALQHA to help bring in “Non-Showing” folks by helping work trail rides, educational clinics, and All-Novice shows.  
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Youth 

 Lena Hernig:    

Lena is 15 years old and a Freshman at Chelsea High School in Chelsea, Al.  Lena has been riding since she was 8 and has been showing with AQHA and ALQHYA for 4 years. She is very active in the youth association and is going into her 2nd year as the secretary for the ALQHYA.  The youth association has helped Lena make many new friends and the camaraderie and sportsmanship has created a bond between her and her fellow competitors that will last for a lifetime. Lena is welcoming all new youth members into the association and she wants them to know that they will have a positive experience going to the Y.E.S. conference, Youth World or just to the regular AQHA shows. Lena wants to encourage and support all the youth to do their best, be safe and show consideration for others. 
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Recreational Horseman 
Emily Jo Peak:

I started riding horses at the age of 5.We had just moved from W.Va. to MI and my dad promised my older sister and me a horse each. At the age of 10 we moved to California without horses in tow and my parents couldn’t afford to nurture my horse habit. Upon saving exactly $500 I bought the first horse I could afford, a black TWH mare. (I might add that I did this without consulting my parents and when they came home one night from work I told them my “great news”.) After showing in 4-H with the TWH as well as a dun AQHA gelding I sold both of them and was instead riding for other people. I later bought 17 month old Arab gelding to train myself for the Arab shows that all my friends were already competing in. We competed in Halter, Showmanship, Western and Hunt Seat Pleasure at the Arab shows. After graduating high school in ’93, my parents and I with my Arab in tow, moved to Alabama. Here I competed in Team Penning, Competitive Trail, Barrels and Western Pleasure and took lessons in Hunters Over Fences, Reining and Dressage.

 

After graduating from Auburn University in ’98, I was certified in Equine Massage Therapy and decided to go back to AU for Pre-vet. But after 3 quarters of not being able to do Chemistry, decided to call it quits and went to work for Bartlett Ranch in Montgomery fitting sale fillies and halter breaking weanlings.

 

Fast forward to present day. My family and I now live in Baldwin County where we have a small boarding facility and I home school our boys, (Carson 6 and Brody 4). I still own the same Arabian (he’s 20) an APHA gelding, and of course my AQHA gelding Islehava Mocha Latte aka Hayden. Hayden and I have competed in a local extreme cowboy race, Ranch Cutting and also enjoy trail riding. We are currently training to eventually show in AQHA’s Versatility Ranch Horse Classes.

 

In my spare time I enjoy ring stewarding, photography and spending time with family and friends.
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Currently a Non-Horse Owner / ALQHA Director at Large – Dr. Ed Murray:
 Ed was born & raised in rural Alabama, Blount County, on a poultry & cattle farm. He attended Samford University, then Auburn University. He graduated from Auburn College of Veterinary Medicine in 1973. After practicing in Blount County, he opened a general veterinary practice in Pell City in 1976. In the early 1980's his practice became totally equine. About that time he built & founded Crosswind Farm which was an American Quarter Horse breeding & training operation. The farm staff campaigned show horses across the South, across the Nation & in Canada with numerous State, Regional & National High Point winners in multiple disciplines. His attention then turned to developing an equine surgical & medical center. With the help of his wife, Sandra Jean, Coosa Valley Equine Center evolved. It is currently a regional referral center with full medical and diagnostic services with a focus on lameness & surgery. The veterinary staff all have areas of concentration in order to provide the newest information, technology & techniques to a broad array of cases. The Center has 35 hospital stalls, breeding lab, podiatry center & full diagnostic services, currently adding MRI to the clinic's offerings. The heart of the practice continues to be the surgical arm with most all surgical procedures available. Ed has been on the Alabama QHA Board since 1980 & has been on the AQHA Board for 23 years where he currently is a Director at Large, serving on the Stud Book & Registration Committee. He has served on several Committees and Chaired the Equine Research Committee for an extended period. Ed & Sandra Jean currently live "on the River" in Pell City and their only Son is a Sr. at Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY. Austin will graduate in May with double majors in Computer Science and Digital Media Design and Development. Ed enjoys everyday of practice with no plans to retire soon. "Why quit now -- after 37 years, it is easy with the best clients, the best patients, great facilities, technology and staff. If I were going to quit I would have bailed out 15 years ago when it was hard!"
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Professional Horseman / Trainer – 

Scott Tyrrell: 

Scott Tyrrell has been training quarter horses professionally for over twenty years, and has been an AQHA Professional Horseman since 2006 . Scott has trained numerous PHBA and IBHA World and Reserve World champions and AQHA World Show Qualifiers in many areas of competition, including Amateur Western Pleasure, Senior Western Pleasure, Junior Hunter under Saddle, Amateur Hunter Under Saddle, Amateur Equitation, Junior and Amateur Pleasure Driving, Junior Trail , Walk-Trot and Amateur Horsemanship, Walk Trot Hunter Under Saddle , 13 and under Western Pleasure and 14-18 Western Pleasure. Scott has been married to Bobbi Jo Tyrrell for 17 years and they have one son Cole who is five years old. Horses are about all they do , with many weekends spent at the horse shows, but occasionally there is a little time for hunting , fishing and taking Cole to the beach. Scott says he enjoys ALQHA for the opportunities it provides to his customers and the others just getting started showing AQHA to compete with some good horses, enjoy the camaraderie of the association , and have the chance to win some nice awards.   

Rancher 

Dr. Woody Bartlett:  
Woody Bartlett, a lifetime member of Alabama Quarter Horse Association, as well as AQHA is not only a rancher in the truest sense but he is also a veterinarian and businessman.  Dr. H.B. Bartlett’s Flying-B-Ranch was established in 1954. “You couldn’t see another light at night,” even from the near by capital city of Montgomery, is a common lament from Dr. Bartlett about those beginning years. Today Bartlett Ranch has more neighbors but the property has grown to 5000 acres of open pastureland and mixed deciduous forest. Today the Bartlett Ranch comprises three properties located in Alabama, Texas, and Wyoming with a combined land area totaling almost 90,000 acres. The original Flying “B” Ranch was established in Pike Road, Alabama in 1954 and remains the headquarters of this tri-state operation.
From the beginning, cattle production has remained a component of ranch operations, but Dr. Bartlett’s passion for breeding American Quarter Horses has remained the focus throughout the years. Beginning with progeny of the some of the great foundation horses like Rey, Frontera Sugar, and Sugar Bars, Dr. Bartlett has continued to refine the ranch’s horse breeding over the years with an eye toward ranch horses and premiere cutting horses. Today the Alabama ranch typically breeds around 80 mares annually through a combination of artificial insemination and pasture breeding.
Most ranches of today have become highly mechanized but the Bartlett Ranch strives to use its own horses for most ranching operations. “I think that’s one hallmark of a lasting performance ranch horse producer. I mean what better way to demonstrate your horses are the kind of quality we tout than by using them for multiple tasks on the ranch every day,” says Dr. Bartlett when asked how his operation stands out from others. Likewise, the cutting horses they produce are bred and trained for today’s competitors and as working cow-horses. 
The Mission of the Alabama Quarter Horse Association
To promote the American Quarter Horse, educate and assist members and associates in relation to the breeding, improving and promoting of the American Quarter Horse.

To generate growth of ALQHA and AQHA membership via the marketing promotion, advertising and publicity of the American Quarter Horse.

Our History (The Breed and The Association)
ABOUT AQHA

The American Quarter Horse Association is the world’s largest single-breed equine registry and membership organization, with more than 4.5 million American Quarter Horses registered worldwide and AQHA membership numbering more than 340,000. AQHA’s mission is to record and preserve the pedigrees of the American Quarter Horse while maintaining the integrity of the breed and to provide beneficial services for its members which enhance and encourage American Quarter Horse ownership and participation.
The Association was founded in March 1940 in Fort Worth, Texas, by a group of horsemen and ranchers from the southwestern United States dedicated to preserving the pedigrees of their ranch horses. These horses were referred to as Quarter Horses because of their speed in quarter-mile races and their cow sense on the open range.
In 1946, the Association moved to its current home of Amarillo, Texas. AQHA international headquarters in Amarillo maintains the pedigrees and registration records of all American Quarter Horses and oversees various programs and incentives that promote America’s oldest distinct breed of horse. With more than 300 employees, the staff at AQHA is committed to the American Quarter Horse and the Association’s members. 
AQHA has many programs and activities available to members. From showing to racing to trail riding, AQHA has it all for the horse enthusiast. AQHA tailors to youth and adults, beginners and professional riders, and simply American Quarter Horse fans. There is something for everyone!
A favorite program for many recreational riders is AQHA's Ride Program. This program began in 1997 and annually hosts close to 100 rides throughout the world. All horse enthusiasts are welcome to participate. A portion of the proceeds benefit the American Quarter Horse Foundation and a local charity selected by the host affiliates.
How the Alabama Quarter Horse Association Started…. 
A group of Quarter Horse breeders from the southeast held a meeting during the winter of 1954-1955 at Franklin, Tennessee.  Pete Reynolds, Billy Robertson, W.O.  Crawford and Ralph Eagle attended from Alabama.  The Southeastern Quarter Horse Association was formed.  Bob Corley of Franklin, Tennessee was elected as President, Vernon Close of Lafayette, Georgia, was elected as Vice President, and W. O. Crawford of Marion, Alabama, was elected as Secretary-Treasurer.
The summer of 1955, a Hereford sale was held at the Chatterton Hereford Ranch near Demopolis, Alabama.  Several Quarter Horse breeders were there and as usual ended up together to talk Quarter Horse.  The opinion of those gathered was that Alabama needed a Quarter Horse Association.  Pete Reynolds, Billy Robertson, W. O. Crawford, and William Jennings were among those present.  Pete Reynolds was appointed to act as President or chairman, and as W. O. Crawford as Secretary-Treasurer of the Southeastern Quarter Horse Association. Mr. Crawford was delegated to do the paper work.  No dues were collected at this time and no membership was solicited.

A meeting of interested Quarter Horse Breeders was called for January 6, 1956 to be held at W. O. Crawford’s  Spur Ranch at Marion, Alabama.  W. O Crawford acted as Chairman and the Alabama Quarter Horse Breeders and Exhibitors Association was formed.  Twenty-seven members paid dues and officers and directors were elected.  A list of the original officers, directors, and  members is listed below as documented in the April 1956 issue of the Western Horseman.  This same information may be found in the February 1956 issue of The Quarter Horse Journal.  

The Alabama State Championship Rodeo was held May 5-8, 1955, in the new coliseum in Montgomery, Alabama.  A cutting horse contest approved by the National Cutting Horse Association was included in the rodeo.  The first Quarter Horse show approved by the American Quarter Horse Association in Alabama was held on May 8, 1955.  William Jennings of Montgomery was the General Manager, Ralph Eagle was Managing Director of the Rodeo, and W. O. Crawford was Horse Show Manager.  The Rodeo was sponsored by the Montgomery boys club.  The Horse Show was sponsored by The Alabama Quarter Horse Breeders and Exhibitors Association and the Southeastern Quarter Horse Association.  

November 21, 1953, a sale of registered Quarter Horses was held at W. O. Crawford’s Spur  Ranch.  The sales offering were all owned by Pete Reynolds, W. O. Crawford, and Ralph Eagle.  Col. Bill Pace was the auctioneer.  This was the first sale of registered Quarter Horses held in Alabama.


Now let’s fast forward to the future….The Alabama Quarter Horse Association celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 2006. Now in it’s 52nd year, ALQHA continues to look for ways to support, educate and assist ALQHA and AQHA membership, as well as support the most versatile horse in the world….the American Quarter Horse.
Other Interesting ALQHA Information:

The first Registered Quarter Horse in Alabama was Little Boy Blue 2347 … 14.5 hands tall….1,100lbs.

The first Registered Quarter Horse Mare in Alabama was Chubby Jr’s Brownie 4306.

The number of  Registered Quarter Horses in Alabama in December 1950 totaled 9.

The number of  Registered Quarter Horses in Alabama in December 1952 totaled 110.

The number of  Registered Quarter Horses in Alabama in December 2007 totaled 54,328.

The number of Quarter Horse Owners in Alabama in December 2007 totaled 16,463.

The number of AQHA members in Alabama in December 2007 totaled 3,682.

What does ALQHA do for the horse – Aside from the business services provided through links to AQHA,  ALQHA is actively involved in Legislative support for horses of all breeds. ALQHA also provides education, and educational links to members and non-members.
What ALQHA does for you – member benefits include:

* 
Publications through a Quarterly Newsletter and the ALQHA Web-site
* 
Educational Resources including Educational Clinics, Youth Leadership / Scholarship, and Adult Leadership (Leadership ALQHA)

*
Activities  such as  Showing, Recreational Riding, Recognition, and Volunteerism
Membership to ALQHA provides you with an avenue to become involved with 

individuals and groups with common interests and concerns. ALQHA is actively 

involved in Recreational Riding, Conservation / Legislation Issues, Competition / 
Showing, and providing support resources. You don’t have to own a quarter horse or

even a horse to become involved. 

Conservation / Legislative Updates and links are provided through the newsletter and web-site.  Issues ranging from conserving trails, to legislation affecting horses are addressed.


Support Resources that you can access through ALQHA include:

a. Professional Horseman
b. Clinics / Education 
c. Amateur Division
d. Youth Division
Approved ALQHA /AQHA shows:

a. Youth Show
b. Amateur Show
c. All-Novice Show
d. Futurity
Awards: End of year awards are presents to high point and  reserve high point 

class winners, high point mares, geldings, and stallions,  all-around high point winners and to the Pioneer Horseman of the Year.
Breeding: Links are provided to AQHA breeding / stallions services / foal registrations. 
Opportunities for Volunteerism: ALQHA offs numerous opportunities to get 

involved  with the Equine Industry:
a.
ALQHA  Events Region 

b.
AQHA Show

c.
Therapeutic Riding

d.
Recreational Riding

e.
Collegiate Equestrian

f.
4-H
g.
Alabama Horse Council

h.
Legislation relating to the equine industry

i.
Conservation

j.
Alabama Open Horseman’s Association

k.
A Voice – into ALQHA and AQHA policies and rules
















