                                2011 PIONEER HORSEMAN AWARD
This year’s recipient has been training American Quarter Horses for the past 30-35 years. 
He has been a friend, educator and mentor to many upcoming horse trainers and donated his time to give clinics and riding lessons. 

He served on the Alabama Quarter Horse Association as a director and in 1996, he served this association as president.   He was also influential in developing the Southern Select Stallion Futurity which was a huge success for many years.

Early in his career he worked the night shift in the coal mines of north Alabama and trained horses during the day.

In the early 1980's, he quit the coal mines and began training full time.   From that time forward he has amassed many national titles.  

1985 - Won the National Honor Roll Reining Horse title with a total of 111 points on a mare named Cranberry Dun.  She was shown 55 times with 40 wins in open reining.

1987 - Completed an AQHA championships on two stallions, Thee Intangible and Twenty Century Fox.

1990 - Trained world champion mare PGC Skip Shi Sequel and enabled her owner to win  the Justin Rookie of the Year in the 31-49 Division.

1992 - Purchased, showed and stood the great western pleasure stallion, Zip Leaguer.

2008 - Under his guidance, Rachel LeDuke with Good Rockin Radical was the Justin Rookie of the Year in the 50 and over division.

Since 1991 to present his points in western pleasure have totaled approximately 600 with 240 wins in western pleasure.

Needless to say he has dedicated his life to the quarter horse industry and worked long hours to ensure his horses are performing to their highest potential in the showring.   

Because of his hard work, dedication, sportsmanship, and love of the breed of quarter horses, the Alabama Quarter Horse Association would like to honor Steve Cardwell as the 2011 Pioneer Horseman of Year.

