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2008 Pioneer Horseman of the Year
Buddy  Pegues

The purpose of the Alabama Quarter Horse Association’s Pioneer Horseman Award is to honor an individual residing in the state of Alabama who has been instrumental in the long-term breeding, showing, raising, and caring for the American Quarter Horse for at least 20 years.  This nominee does not have to be a member of the Alabama Quarter Horse Association.  The recipient of this award is chosen by a committee made up of current ALQHA members and/or board members who have been appointed annually by the current ALQHA president. 


Mr. Buddy Pegues is this years recipient.  Mr. Buddy has been a breeder, horse trainer, roper, western pleasure exhibitor, and horse show judge for over 50 years. He got his first quarter horse sometime around 1950. This was a good 6 years before we even had an AQHA affiliate in Alabama. We were unable to find out what her name was but we did learn that she was a little palomino mare.  This little mare was the beginning of his love for a breed of horse that at the time wasn’t very popular because the registry for this breed had only been around 10 years.   He loved the way this new breed of  horse  worked and because of this promoted and instilled his love for the Quarter Horse in his family and over the years, in all who know him and have learned from him, whether it  be in cutting, western pleasure, or with a good hard-working ranch horse.   

        Most folks would say he’s a bit old fashioned but not when it comes to breeding or purchasing Quarter Horses. Over the years he has studied the trends of confirmation, disposition and simple beauty. By adapting to these changes in the industry he has continued to stay successful and because of this, a lot of folks have sought his wisdom, knowledge and advice when it comes to Quarter Horses.  He has converted many individuals to owning, showing, and breeding Quarter Horses, and many more have benefitted from his counsel, encouragement, support, and instruction. 

        So…Whether it’s checking a cinch, giving a leg-up, giving encouragement at the shows or in the practice pen, Mr. Buddy usually shows up at the right time with the right words.
Ladies and Gentlemen, our 2007 Pioneer Horseman of the year….Mr. Buddy Peaque.

